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As you may have already heard by 
email or through others who may 
have told you, John and Dorothy 
Broger went home to heaven.  
Dorothy, 95, was fi rst to greet her 
Lord and Savior on the 18th of 
December 2005. Just two months 
and one day later, on the 19th of 
February 2006, at the age of 92, 
John also went home. While we 
rejoice that they are permanently 
home with the Lord, we who still 
remain miss them immensely. 

In this issue of Standing Firm, 
we want to give testimony to the 
tremendous impact of their lives in 
their unswerving dedication to the 
Lord.  Our aim is to glorify the Lord 
through the witness of their lives, 
and the fact that God chose to use 
John and Dorothy in mighty ways. 

Both John and Dorothy were true 
pioneers in the service of their 
beloved Lord.  Within a few short 
years after John was saved, they 
both responded to the Lord’s call 
to carry the Gospel to the Orient.  
When the U.S. military became 
involved in World War II, John 
enlisted, and the Lord prepared John 
for his later radio ministry through 
his training in the armed forces.  
After the war, John and Dorothy set 

out to establish a radio ministry to 
broadcast the message of Jesus 
Christ into the countries of the 
Far East. 

To carry out this mission, John 
Broger and Bob Bowman co-
founded the Far East Broadcasting 
Company, with  John as its 
fi rst president.  Not only did he 
personally supervise the building 
of the fi rst radio tower, but John 
also traveled throughout Indochina 
seeking ways to best get the 
message of Jesus Christ to the 
various language groups.  He 
was often at risk from Communist 
guerillas as he traveled the 
back trails. 

In the early fi fties, because of his 
fi rst-hand knowledge of Communist 
propaganda and tactics, John was 
asked by Admiral Radford, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to come 
to Washington to help the Defense 
Department deal with the expanding 
Communist infl uence in the world.  
He eventually became the Director 
of Information for the Armed Forces, 
responsible for all the military 
radio and television programs as 
well as all of the newspapers and 
periodicals published by the Armed 
Forces throughout the world.  He 
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remained in the Pentagon in that 
position for 20 years. 

During his time in Washington, D.C, 
John was asked to develop a program 
to counsel the many people who 
needed help with signifi cant problems.  
John and three other men set out 
to fi nd a way to counsel that was 
consistent with God’s Word.  Under 
John’s direction, the four developed 
the Self-Confrontation course as we 
know it today. 

In 1974, the four co-founded the 
Biblical Counseling Foundation, with 
John as its fi rst President.  This training 
is now in over one hundred countries 
around the world.  In the late seventies, 
John co-founded and became the fi rst 
president of the National Association 
of Nouthetic Counselors, which too is 
continuing today.

From our human perspective, these 
are impressive accomplishments, 
but there yet was another side of 
John that stood out to me.  While 

he was very successful in managing 
large organizations, he was also very 
involved in discipling one-on-one 
and in small groups.  While in the 
Pentagon, he initiated and often led 
small prayer and Bible study groups, 
which continue to meet each morning 
and noon even now. 

As a true pioneer, he led in the 
development of biblical counseling 
training in a small group Bible study.  
Following this pilot project, he was 
fully involved in every phase of the 
training development, teaching and 
training teachers as the ministry and 
written materials developed.  He was 
very practical and thorough in the 
continuing development of the ministry.  
The fi rst Self-Confrontation course was 
purposely started in a local church to 
make sure the training was practical 
and would fl ourish in any church or 
small group.  During these days, he 
demonstrated humility and fl exibility, 
always open to evaluation and ready to 

modify the training when needed. 

While he was fl exible in the practical 
aspects of training, he never wavered 
in his strong belief in the Bible’s 
absolute authority and suffi ciency as 
the sole source for dealing with the 
problems of life.  As John continued 
to minister (over a period of 60 years), 
he often expressed sadness at the 
number of churches and missionary 
organizations that were abandoning 
the doctrine of biblical suffi ciency.  As 
a result, he often urged many to remain 
steadfast in presenting the Bible as the 
only authority for faith and practice. 

In the last days of his life, we rejoiced 
together with him that the original 
vision of bringing the message of 
Jesus Christ to the Far East had come 
full circle.  Not only has the message 
of salvation been broadcast, but now 
in-depth discipleship through Self-
Confrontation and biblical counseling. 
We can all thank the Lord for how He 
used John and Dorothy in our lives.

continued
from page 1 

modify the training when needed. 

While he was fl exible in the practical 

2



“This is a testimony and a note of 
thanks. I am a 46 year-old physician 
who was raised listening to Biblical 
preaching. My dad was my pastor…he 
was also a medical doctor. I deeply 
desired to follow Jesus but wallowed 
awash in Satan’s lies that I could not 
overcome evil with good until God 
fi lled me with His Holy Spirit. Despite 
academic and job success and being 
blessed with a lovely wife and three 
tremendous children, I have lived 
in spiritual defeat and had simply 
given up HOPE that I would ever live 
‘abundantly.’ I’d stopped believing it 
was possible: Satan told me the lies I 
hear you debunk on the CDs: ‘I’m Irish, 
I can’t help my temper’, etc, etc.

My best friend is a minister who 
suggested that I listen to some tapes 
he pulled out of a closet…they were 
recorded by Dr. John Broger back in 
1982. On the 8-hour drive home from 
his house to mine I listened…and all 

Testimony
We at BCF are always delighted 

to hear of the Lord’s tremendous 
work in the lives of those who have 
been affected, in some way, by the 
ministry He has given to us. Many 

who are involved with teaching, or 
supporting BCF through fi nancial 

giving or prayer are also blessed to 
hear such testimonies.  If you have 

a testimony of how the Lord has 
used the ministry of BCF in your life, 

you can write or email us.

the Scriptures that I’d given up on 
came alive! God’s own words…the 
Truth, the Life…gave me hope…and by 
HOPE are we saved. Without HOPE I 
had quit. Satan would tell me, ‘It’s no 
use, you’ll fail again.’ But Jesus gives 
a glimmer of faith …and asks for me to 
respond…and he gave me (Eph. 2:8-9) 
the faith that has allowed me to obey. 
And each day, and each moment of 
the day…God gives me the awareness 
to say, ‘Yes.’ The reason I can trust 
BCF’s teaching is that you continue 
to point to Jesus…that is trustworthy 
because He is trustworthy. Faith is a 
gift, I must respond, I never want to 
jeopardize losing fellowship with Him. 
The weekend my friend gave me the 
‘Broger tapes’ was the weekend Dr. 
Broger went home to his Lord. Is this 
coincidence? I don’t know…but I do 
know that Jesus is alive in me for the 
fi rst time in my 46 years…42 years 
since I fi rst went to an altar and wept.”

Materials 
Spotlight

Self-Confrontation course and includes 
reading of the referenced Scriptures 
and portions of the Self-Confrontation 
manual just as they would occur in an 
actual classroom. 

The Series can be used in several ways:

• As a substitute for the teacher. They 
would be  particularly helpful for 
lending to students that were not able 
to attend classes.

• To augment the Instructor’s Guide in 
preparation for teaching.

• To enhance one’s own personal study 
of the Self-Confrontation manual.

• For in-depth study of biblical principles 
relating to specifi c problem areas

Also included in the set is a single disc 
with all 24 lessons in MP3 format. This 
disc of MP3’s can also be purchased on 
its own. 

The Self-Confrontation Audio Series 
on CD is now available for sale. The 
audio in this set is taken from the same 
recordings used for the current Track 1 
Video Series - an actual intensive 
(concentrated) course conducted in 
Texas in 1995.

Each CD contains one lesson and 
corresponds with the lessons in the 
Self-Confrontation manual, covering 
the essential biblical principles taught in 
the regular 24-week course. 

The Audio Series can be used as a 
primary or supplementary teaching 
instrument. The Series simulates 
classroom teaching of the 
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Donating to the ministry

Contact Information

If you are receiving duplicate mailings, or if your address has 
changed, we would greatly appreciate your notifying us so that 
we can make appropriate changes.

Please put this section in a place where you and your 
family will be reminded to join with us at BCF in prayer.  
Please pray for:

• Praise the Lord for those who are working on 
translations of the Self-Confrontation manual and 
other materials. Pray for health, stamina, and wisdom 
as they work on these large tasks.

• Upcoming BCF training courses. Pray that those 
desiring to attend courses from other countries may 
be able to obtain visas, and fi nances needed for travel 
expenses and attendance.

• Churches and teachers in the process of teaching or 
completing the Self-Confrontation course.

• Financial and prayer support for our fi rst missionary 
family with BCF, the Nygrens, whose primary 
responsibility is for our worldwide Spanish ministry.

• Our administrative staff, volunteers, and board 
members. Pray that the Lord will continue to challenge, 
encourage, and strengthen them in their ministry.

If you would like to know how you can pray in detail for the ministry 

of BCF, we have included in this issue the current Praise & Prayer 

Bulletin. You can also visit our website and download the Bulletin. 

Just click on “Mailings” at the top of the webpage.

If you are led to make a donation for the continuing 
ministry of the Biblical Counseling Foundation, you can 
send a check to the address below, or you may donate 
online using your credit card. Just click on “Contact 
Us” in the top menu, and then click on “Donations.”   

BCF is a nonprofi t organization, and your donation 
is tax deductible.  We appreciate your continued 
partnership with us through prayer and fi nancial 
support as the Lord provides.

42-600 Cook St., Suite 100
Palm Desert, CA 92211-5143
USA

760.773.2667 - telephone
760.340.3778 - fax
877.933.9333 - orders only (USA only)

www.bcfministries.org - website
admin@bcfministries.org - general email
orders@bcfministries.org - orders email

Partnering in Prayer

If you would like extra copies of Standing Firm for distributing 
to others, please contact our offi ce.  There may be a charge 
for postage due to the weight of this issue.

monthly
e-mail 
mailings

STANDING FIRM
Since we send email updates more frequently 

than by postal mail, you may want to consider 

being on our email list. We now send monthly 

updates by email, with information on new and 

upcoming courses, announcements for materials, 

as well as our regular mailings like Standing Firm 

and our Praise and Prayer bulletins. If you would 

like to be on our email list, please email our offi ce 

at admin@bcfministries.org.
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